
UNITED STA1W DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C, 20231 jC^ 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



0 9 / 558 , 57S 0 4 / 26 / 0 0 STROBEL 



P43-1229-" 1 



r 



QMl 2/092S 

RICHARD R MICHAUD 

hICCORMICK PAULDINQ HUBER LLP 

i3S ASVLUh'i STREET 

CITYPLACE II 

HARTF-ORD CI 06103-3402 



EXAMINER 



TSAI.H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3722 
DATE MAILED: 



U U 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarics 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 
U S. G.P.O. 2000 . 465-188^5266 



1- File Copy 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/558,575 



Examiner 



Jl 



Appn!rant(s) 



StrobeJ et al. 



Henry W. H. Tsai 



Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 26, 2000 
□ This action is FINAL, 



Group Art Unit 
3722 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance excent fnr fnrmai rr^^^^r^ 

in accordance with the practice under Be pZ ouT^^^^^^ " 45^^^^ '''''' 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire three mamhM nr th- . ^ 
IS longer, from the mailing date of this communication Fpii., Jt^ riol ^ . month(s), or thirty days, whichever 

application to become abandoned, (35 5Tc fsa^" Ex In^innJT^^ ""'^'^ the 
37 CFR 1.136(a). t^b U.b.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 



Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s) 30-33 



Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Clalm(s) 



. is/are pending in the application. 



1X1 Claim (s) 30-33 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawlng(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on ^ is Approved Qisapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some- DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

□ received In this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
-Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claims 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In cl^iifr'3o7 line 5, "said first cutting portion" lacks 
proper antecedent basi^s-;—- 

In claim^,3<fr'^ne 6, "said second cutting portion" lacks 
proper antecedent basis. 

Applicant is required to review the claims and correct 
all language which does not comply with 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
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Pages 



ItTteT^ ^^^"^ ^° "^^^^ °^ application for patent in the United 

3. Claims 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rees et al. (5,570,978) 

Rees et al. discloses the claimed invention comprising: as 
shown in Fig. 1, an upper cutting portion (53, 56) defining a 
first outer diameter and lower cutting portion (48) defining a 
second outer diameter extending from and coaxial with the first 
cutting portion; and wherein the second cutting portion defines a 
generally cylindrical, outer peripheral surface. 

Note Rees et al. also discloses a tapered section(51); and 
flutes (31) in the upper and lower cutting portions. 

Prior Art References 

4. The prior art references listed in the attached PTO-8 92, but 
not used in a rejection of the claims, are cited for their device 
structure. 



Contact Information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dr. Henry 
Tsai whose telephone number is (703) 308-7600. The examiner can 
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normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner supervisor, A. L. Pitts can be reached on (703) 308- 
2159. The fax number for TC 3700 is (703) 305-3579. Any inquiry 
of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the TC 3700 receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-1148. 



6. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays. 
Group 3700 is encouraging FAXing of responses to Office actions 
directly into the Group at (703)305-3579. This practice may be 
used for filing papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used 
for filing papers which require a fee by applicants who authorize 
charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner 
and art unit at the top of your cover sheet. Papers submitted 
via FAX into Group 3700 will be promptly forward to the examiner. 




HENf^SAI 
PRIMARmAMINER 

September 14, 2000 



